
Components of a Journal Article

Abstract
Publication 

timeline

Abstract

Author names 
and affiliations

Author names 
and affiliations

Title

Title



Components of a Journal Article

Corresponding author 
contact information

Author names and 
affiliations

Title

Journal name, volume, date



Components of a Journal Article

Abstract

Introduction
Publication 

timeline

Publication 
date

Title

Citation of 
references



Components of a Journal Article
Conclusions

Acknowledgements 
and funding source(s)

References



Components of a Journal Article
• Citation Information
• Author affiliation, contact, biography

– Corresponding author
• Abstract
• Introduction/Background
• Methods/Techniques
• Results
• Discussion/Conclusions
• Acknowledgements
• References
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How do I read a journal article?
• You may develop a preferred style

– Read the abstract and conclusions first
– Look at all the figures before reading the 

text
– Focus on a particular aspect (like the 

experimental techniques for instance)
• Read it more than once
• Find some of the references cited and 

read those too



How do I read a journal article?
• Not all articles are perfect (and some 

aren’t even close). Why not?
– Honest mistakes

• Errata
– Incomplete understanding
– Poorly interpreted results
– Scientific fraud
– Difficult to read


