Patient Transfer and Positioning Aid

RERC on AMI’s National Design Competition

RESEARCH SUBJECT INFORMATION FORM

You are invited to participate in a study aimed at evaluating the Roller Path design for transferring patients from a hospital bed to an X-ray, CT, PET or MRI imaging table.  Here is an overview of what the study involves:

· You will be assigned a patient number and asked to provide your gender, height, and weight.  

· You will lie on the Roller Path, which will be placed on top a table.  The wheel track of the Roller Path on this table will be aligned with a wheel track on an adjacent table.  The transfer process will be simulated by moving the Roller Path from one table to the adjacent table, similar to how an imaging technician would transfer a patient from a hospital bed to an imaging table.

· A force meter will be used to record the force required to transfer you.  

· The transfer process will be repeated, alternating technicians in an effort to evaluate the ease of transfer for technicians of different sizes and strengths.  

· Following the transfer process, we will ask you to complete a short survey to provide feedback regarding how comfortable and safe you felt during the transfer. 

· Your entire session should last approximately 20 minutes. 

We are interested determining the safety and comfort level of patients during a transfer with our device as well as evaluating the ease of the transfer for the imaging technician.  In addition to your participation, we will be testing the device on approximately 14 other biomedical engineering students.

Is there any discomfort or risk?


The goal of this study is to evaluate risk and discomfort of the patient.  There is a slight possibility of falling off of the transfer bed.  If you feel unsafe at any time and want to withdraw, please notify us immediately.  You may experience minor discomfort.  You will be lying on a mattress.  However, injuries or positioning on the bed may cause slight discomfort.

Will compensation be paid in the event of an injury?


Emergency care will be available if you are physically injured while participating in this study.  However, we will not be responsible for charges for emergency care provided. There is no commitment to provide any compensation for research-related injury. 

Is there any benefit to participation?


There is no direct benefit for you as a result of your participation.  However, your involvement will help improve the design of a transfer device that in the future could be used to ease the transfer process for both patients and technicians throughout hospitals.

If you change your mind:


Participation in this study is completely voluntary.  If you feel uncomfortable at anytime throughout your session or change your mind regarding your participation in this study at any time, you are free to withdraw.  Your choice to refuse to participate or to withdraw from the study will have no negative impacts on your status as a student in the Biomedical Engineering Department.  Feel free to ask any questions you have if you need further clarification regarding anything about the procedure. 

Participant Number  ________

Gender  ______

Height  ______

Weight  ______
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